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that are not realized, of lives that go off 

the rails, or at least off the script that we 

had so wanted to see followed. 

But there is another side to this. �e 

mystery of seeds also means that other 

things will grow, and in ways we cannot 

dare to imagine. We plant and tend and 

water, but God gives the growth. �is is 

a good thing; otherwise, what grows 

would be limited by our capacities and 

our imagination. Often we don’t get to see the fruits of 

what we’ve planted. Sometimes the 

growth happens in other places, or even 

after we’re gone. Sometimes others get 

to experience the harvest of our 

planting, and that’s good news too. You 

can probably think of times when the 

grace of God erupted in good things 

that you could not have imagined. A 

long period of dormancy is suddenly 

broken by a little green shoot that 

promises life and a new beginning. 

�e seeds Jesus planted and the seed 

he became for us continue to bear fruit 

in strange, wonderful and spectacular 

ways, harvests of 30- or 60- or 100-fold! 

�is is the mystery of grace that works 

life from that which is left in the ground 

for dead.�at mystery is at work even where 

there is no sign of hope, even when the 

story seems over and the window for 

redemption past. Even when we grieve 

and say our goodbyes, carrying wounds 

in our hearts that may never heal. Even 

then, the God of seeds does not stop 

acting, working patiently in the lives of 

God’s children.
DisciplesA second thing this parable suggests is 

that you have to be a disciple to see 

what’s going on as the kingdom of God 

comes alive. To the crowds, Jesus tells a 

story that is simple but rather impene-

trable. But then he turns to his disciples 

and says, “Blessed are your eyes, for they 

see, and your ears, for they hear!” 

What makes the disciples able to see 

and hear the secret of this parable? Why 

does Jesus reveal it to them? Is it 

because they are particularly shrewd or 

observant? Because they had a certain 

kind of breeding or upbringing? 

No. In fact, these disciples are a sorry 

lot. �e reason they’re given a window 

into this mystery is because, when Jesus 

called them, they dropped what they 

were doing and followed him. �ey left 

their nets and their fishes, their families 

of birth, their wealth and livelihoods. 

�ey set out on a journey of 
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�e gospel of dandelions makes a lot of sense. In this gospel, a wild and 

stubborn counterculture thrives in a world of domesticated lawns.
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A beautiful 
tapestry of yellow

For those with eyes to see more than a weed gone out of control

By Kev in  D erk s en
I have a problem with dandelions. Late spring is 

high season for dandelions, when those bright-yel-

low blooms make their presence in yards and fields 

abundantly clear. Within a month or two, the 

flowers will be gone and the dandelion leaves will 

blend pretty well into the rest of the grass. Fresh from a 

good mowing, our lawn will look nice enough through 

the summer. But right now, the truth cannot be so easily concealed. 

I suspect that a tipping point has already been crossed 

some time ago, and there is probably no straightforward 

way back to the lush, weed-free lawn that I look upon 

with envy in many impressive yards around my neigh-

bourhood. I always take up the cause with renewed zeal 

for a short time in the spring, but soon I succumb to the 

overwhelming reality of the situation. 

Sowing seedWhen I do go out to take up the lawn-care battle, I often 

think of Jesus’ parable about the sower in Matthew 

13:1-13. �e kind of sowing that Jesus describes in this 

little story is more like the spreading of grass seed than 

anything else. �e seed goes down first, scattered widely 

to fall where it will. �en the sower tills the soil to allow 

good contact for the seeds, which the sower hopes will 

take root and sprout. Low precision, perhaps, but a lot 

gets planted.Jesus describes the varied fates of this scattered seed, 

and I can imagine all of the conditions he mentions in 

my own yard:
•  �e seed that falls on the path and is taken by the 

birds.•  �e seed that falls on rocky soil and can’t get down 

deep.•  And the seed that falls in the midst of the weeds and 

is bullied into submission by a foot-long taproot. 

•  Occasionally, I have even seen proof of the seed 

falling on good soil that actually grows to fill in that 

patchy section of the lawn.

To the crowds gathered around him as he speaks, 

Jesus leaves his cryptic story hanging in the air. �ey 

don’t get it, but that’s nothing new. �e previous chap-

ters of Matthew describe Jesus’ growing frustration with 

the many who do not respond to his ministry. �ey look 

without seeing and hear without listening. Jesus’ own 

disciples don’t have much more of a clue, until he finally 

takes them aside and offers an explanation. �e parable, 

he says, is about hearing and understanding. It is about 

where the seeds of the kingdom will take root and grow. 

�e mystery of growth
Why do some respond readily, and others do not?

I suspect we ask this question with as much urgency as 

the early communities of Jesus-followers did. Why do 

some come to faith in Jesus while others take a different 

life path? What makes for receptive soil? And how do we 

make sense of those seeds that don’t grow in the way we 

had hoped, no matter how carefully we tended to them?

A few things come to mind on this as I think about the 

parable.First, there is no straight line between sowing and 

reaping. When you plant seeds, the outcome is 

unknown; it is a mystery. Sometimes seeds just don’t 

sprout and grow. �is is a reality we are familiar with, 

and one Jesus seems to have known, too, whether the 

problem is birds or rocks or weeds, or who knows what 

else. Jesus spent years teaching and healing and pro-

claiming the good news of God’s kingdom. Lots of seeds 

were planted. But what did he harvest out of all that 

effort? Twelve shaky disciples and a lonely journey to the 

cross.
Planting seeds is an exercise in letting go. In fact, it is 

an exercise in letting die. �e seed has to fall from your 

hand and bury itself in the ground, where you can no 

longer see it or watch its progress. You have to turn away 

and let it be. We can plant seeds, but we can’t make 

them grow. �is is as true with people as it is with grain.

�is will sometimes seem unfair, and it will sting from 

time to time. We carry the heartache of hopes and dreams 
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Digital Advertising
Website
The ad appears on web pages alongside editorial content. Ads 
rotate positions as the browser changes web pages and are 
linked to the advertisers preferred URL. Prices are a flat rate, 
based on a two-week cycle. Two sizes are available as listed 
below.
Submit the ad in JPG format as specified below.

Ad type* Cost
Sidebar
285px x 590px

$120

In-content
360px x 360px

$180

Email 
Canadian Mennonite offers a three types of email 
advertisements. Banner ads can appear in our bi-weekly CM 
Now e-newsletter (26 per year) or in Canadian Mennonite 
digital-only issues emailed to subscribers (4 per year). Both have 
an open rate of 60%.Sponsored E-blasts help you reach your 
target audience with a direct email message. You provide the 
text, graphics and links. We’ll lay it out and send it off.

Print Advertising
Display

Inserts
The advertiser supplies the insert, based on Canadian 
Mennonite’s specifications. There may be additional costs if 
the weight of the insert puts the publication over Canada Post 
weight limits. Please contact us for details.

Size* 1 time 3 - 5 times
1/6 page $323 $307
1/4 page $478 $454
1/3 page $633 $601
1/2 page $895 $851
Full page $1,688 $1,603
Back cover $2,127 $2,020

Classified 
This is Canadian Mennonite’s lowest-cost option. The ad appears 
in a single column with graphic elements (logo or colour). This 
ad is often used to sell items, rent cottages, promote travel 
opportunities, and publicize support groups.
$1.09 / word based on Microsoft Word’s count.

Sponsored Content
Supplements allow church-related organizations to promote 
their work and vision. The camera-ready supplement is 
provided by the advertiser and printed on the pages of 
Canadian Mennonite.

Employment 
This two-column ad (3.5 inches wide) allows for the use of a 
logo and colour. In addition to the job title and description, 
consider including the submission deadline, the start date, 
a URL for more information, and the name of a person to 
contact.
$88 / column inch (3.5 inches wide)

Ad type Cost
CM Now
280px x 534px

$88

Digital Issues
280px x 534px

$122

Sponsored E-blast $200

*size guides on following pages

Discounts
Canadian Mennonite offers discounts to charitable 
organizations, or to clients who run an advertisement at least 3 
times. Please contact the Advertising Representative for more 
information.



Email Banner
534px x 280px

Digital Ad Sizes

In-content
360px x 360px

Sidebar 
285px x 590px



Print - Display Ads

1/2 Page Standard
7.25” x 4.5”

1/4 Page Horizontal
7.25” x 2.29”



1/4 Page Standard
3.625” x 4.5”

1/6 Page Vertical
2.25” x 4.5”

1/3 Standard
4.75” x 4.5”



Full Page
7.25” x 9.5”

Bleed
Offset printing is unfortunaly not 100% accuate. Please add 0.25” beyond the printed area to each edge of the page.
This would make the total document size 0.5” wider and 0.5” taller, in the case of a full page ad that means 8.625”x11.125”.

Safe area
Text, logos and other important graphics should be placed in the area within the safe area to make sure that they do not get cut off 
when pages are being printed and trimmed. The safe area is 0.25” from each edge of the page. In the case of a full page ad, the safe 
are would be 7.625”x10.125”.


